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“The force is strong with this one!” 

Year 5 sprung into the new term with 

their bungee run ‘Sensational Start’. Their 

topic ‘Can you feel the force?” required 

the children to come to school dressed as 

astronauts and run the bungee to feel the 

impact of forces on their bodies. Apart 

from a few stiff necks (albeit for the most 

competitive!) no children… or animals 

were hurt during the taking of this photo! 

Welcome back to a new school year! 

…routine and structure – we love it! 

Whether you’ve had the best summer of your life or glad to put away your beach gear 

and embrace the Woolley jumpers once more, I’m sure we all took a little pleasure in 

handing our children back over to the teachers last week (me included!). 

Future @ Silverhill Team (F@ST) – following the F@ST team’s review of last year’s 

questionnaires, we will gradually see the improvements and enhancements throughout 

the academic year. The most obvious one at the start of term is the introduction of the 

new school logo on the jumpers. All children have returned to school looking very smart 

and ready for learning – thank you. Don’t worry if you’ve not yet had a chance to get 

the new jumper or your child still fits in the old one, this is a gradual shift. I will just 

confirm that only KS2 (Y3 and above) are expected to wear a tie. KS2 shirts should now 

be a white formal shirt while KS1 & Reception stay with the white polo shirt. There will 

be a green polo shirt available for the summer term. 

I am pleased to say that the school website will be ready to launch at the start of next 

half term and will feature a number of cartoon characters guiding you through the site! 

Your child may have talked about the new house system. Each house is represented by 

cartoon versions of famous people who have had a significant impact on the world. The 

children will be learning about the lives of these influential people through assemblies 

each week. The children will also be given opportunities to represent their house in 

competitions. These events will vary each term to celebrate a variety of strengths and 

interests. This half term, house teams will compete head to head, both in a Football 

tournament and a Poetry competition. Other house points earned through collecting 5 

dojos will be added to the points won through football and poetry to give a winning 

score. The house with the highest points will win the House cup for Autumn 1 and be 

rewarded with a cinema experience in school!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The House Captains in Year 6 will be responsible for leading their houses and 

will be involved in selecting the teams for the various competitions over the 

year. We will endeavour to give opportunities for every child to represent their 

house in at least one competition over the academic year. Events such as the 

Easter egg competition and selected PTFA competitions will also contribute to 

house points. May the best house win…exciting times! 

Events and dates… 

 Year 4 parents invited to attend  the 
design & technology project’s 
Sensational Start – morning of 17th 
September 

 Reception – Parents’ Information 
meetings Thursday 26th Sept, 3.45pm 
and 4.30pm. 

 Balanceability – Year 1 – Friday 27th 
September 

 Harvest Festival – Thursday 26th 
September (All produce to be donated to 
the Padley Centre - unfortunately we are 
unable to fit parents into this 
assembly…sorry) 

 ‘Back to School’ fair – Saturday 28th 
September 10am-2pm 

 Year 6 – Height & weight checks – Friday 
4th October 

 Year 6 – ‘Cyclo day’ with Cycle Derby – 
Thursday 10th October 

 Halloween discos – Wednesday 23rd 
October (after school) 

 Christmas nativity by Reception – 
Thursday 5th December & Friday 6th   
December – both 9.30am 

 Christmas nativity by KS1 - Tuesday 10th 
December & Wednesday 11th December 
both at 2pm 

16th September 2019 



 

Busy start to the new year … Year 2 read ‘The Night Pirates’ 

and created some beautiful island settings afterwards! Dig 

for treasure Year 2… 

A Sensational Start for our Year 6 autumn term World War 

2 theme. Wearing their WW2 costumes they walked to the 

train line to be evacuated! Maybe it’s a good job there 

weren’t any trains!  

Free Poetry!! (for Y2 and above) 

Come and meet poet David Anderson, author of Peter Pants & his collection of Silly Poems 

and immerse yourself in a world of nonsense; where wheely bins talk, scarecrows rap and 

machines are designed to bash up your siblings. Insects that talk: Spiders speak Geordie, 

Ants are Liverpudlian and Bumble Bees can be heard with a deep, distinct Birmingham 

accent. David will perform his poems with some help from the children. The event will take 

place after school on Thursday 17th October, 4.30 – 5.15pm. If you would like your child to 

attend please email Mr Gallagher, with details of who will be collecting them at 5.15pm. 

(head@silverhill.derby.sch.uk) Please note the timings of the event – it doesn’t start at the 

end of the school day. The book will also be available to buy or order for £7.99. 

Quick news and reminders… 

 Please send your children to school with a water bottle. 

 Weekly homework for all children Y2 and above should be a 

minimum of: 3x reading for 20 mins, 2x times tables for 20 

mins and 1 x 20 mins of spellings/phonics. There should be no 

other homework set by teachers apart from the occasional 

half termly art/craft/modelling projects 

 Neighbourhood issues – parents please be very aware of the 

speed you drive around Chilson Drive and other surrounding 

roads near the back Gate of the school. Keep our children and 

families safe walking to and from school – thank you. 

 In keeping with our ‘Eco school’ status each class this year will 

be adopting an endangered animal to support the awareness 

of their plight and learn how we can change our actions to 

protect the habitats of these animals and improve their 

chances of future survival. These are each class’s animals: RA 

– Lions, RG – Tigers, 1WH – Penguins, 1T – Polar Bears, 2G – 

Dolphins, 2B – Sea Turtles, 3H – Jaguars, 3RF – Orang-utans, 

4D – Rhinos, 4M – pandas, 5O – Giraffes, 5M – Elephants, 6H 

– Snow Leopards & 6M - Amur Leopards. Each class will be 

completing a fundraising activity this term, and would warmly 

welcome your support. 

 INSET days for this academic year – Friday 14th February, 

Thursday 7th May, (Friday 8th May is a bank Holiday) Friday 

July 3rd & Monday July 6th 

Mr Gallagher’s favourite poem from David 

Anderson… Wet Paper Towel 
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