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15 October 2018 

 

 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

 

AUTUMN 1 TERM LETTER 

 

As we enter the sixth week of the academic year and near the end of the ‘Autumn 1’ term’ I felt 

the need to write to you all and take the opportunity to reflect on our first month, update you 

on events for next half term and highlight some of our successes so far this year. 

 

As I’m sure you’re all aware, we received a visit from Ofsted on Tuesday 9th October.  This was 

a Section 8 inspection which lasts for one day.  A shorter Section 8 inspection mainly focuses on 

the quality of Leadership & Management in the school (including governance) and whether self-

evaluation judgments are accurate and priorities are being addressed.  Until the report has been 

completed, we are unable to share the outcomes with staff, children or parents.  The report 

should be available within three weeks so this may clash with the half term break but we will let 

you know as soon as possible.  

 

Ofsted aside, we are extremely proud of the children and staff in how enthusiastically they 

have embraced their new topics and learning experiences.  Following a ‘Sensational Start’ for 

each year group, which included a Bungee Run for Y5’s Space topic to experience forces and 

weightlessness, each year group are building up to a ‘Fantastic Finish’ to celebrate the end of 

their topic in December.  These will include trips to Bletchley Park, Jodrell Bank, and London; 

and experiences in school will include a fire pit experience, an animal day and a visit from a real 

life Postman (fingers crossed for Pat!).  These high profile starts and finishes to every year 

group topic are intended to provide memories, enhance children’s engagement and ensure an 

emotional connection can be made to their learning.  Each year group will provide some 

opportunity for parents to come and share the children’s outcomes and final pieces of work. 

 

Additionally, Silverhill has been very successful in various Sporting arenas this term.  We have 

become champions in two competitions: Y5/6 Football & Basketball event and Y5/6 Girls Mini-

Soccer tournament.  We have also had notable performances in the city wide events of Cross-

Country and Foot-Golf.  Addison and Lucas both won silver medals in Cross Country where 44 of 

our children represented Silverhill in the event…brilliant and thanks to parents for getting them 

there!  

 

Our PTFA ran a fantastic Family Fun Day on Saturday 22nd September, which was very well 

supported by our families despite the inclement weather!  Look out for their monthly events 
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(advertised on the website and our parent boards) which contribute significantly to curriculum 

enrichment and resources in school; and obviously are a lot of fun too!  A big thank you to all 

those involved with the Family Fun Day, particularly the committee members Caroline, Lorraine, 

Danielle and Rachel.  The remaining funding for the equipment, outlined during Community Day, 

has now been released by the Local Authority and we should expect the installation to be 

complete before Christmas…Hooray! 

 

I have received a lot of positive feedback about the reduction in homework expectations and 

the keeping of the Silverhill tradition of the two INSET days in July to allow families the 

chance to maximise the long weekend.  These decisions were made intentionally to improve and 

promote quality family time as we are passionate about the role and importance those times 

have on the personal and emotional development of our children…and parents! 

 

Remaining on the theme of personal well-being and nurturing strong family relations, I hope you 

will understand the changes I intend to make to parents’ evening times this November. 

We are going to have one night 3-6pm (Monday 12th) however, the other night will finish at 5pm 

but start at 2pm (Thursday 15th).  This will support staff with their work/life balance and give 

those parents who may have child care issues after school an opportunity to meet with the class 

teacher in school time. 

 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank you all for the ongoing support you give our school, 

whether that be in your time, your positive comments, both on Parent View and on the 

playground or simply sending your children to school looking smart and ready for learning! 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Gallagher 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


