
 

    

 

   S.P.S.N. 
 Silverhill Primary School Newsletter 

8/2017/2018 (24 May 2018) 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

As I near the end of my first half term as Headteacher, it feels only appropriate to write to you and share 

my feelings and thoughts six weeks into my role. 

 

Firstly, I would like to thank you all for the wonderful warm welcome I have received.  I am new to 

working in Derby and, when appointed, knew very little about Mickleover but I have nothing but praise 

to share when asked about my first impressions. 

 

The children have impressed me greatly with their enthusiasm, polite manners and sense of humour!  I 

feel very much at home here already and there can’t be too many better school environments than 

Silverhill in the sunshine!  

 

Having come from an inner city school in Nottingham with no ‘green area’, I feel very lucky to now have 

such extensive grounds and fields.  Improvements to the environment are very much part of our plans 

over the next couple of years; starting with the areas at the entrance to the school.  This development 

will be part of the work taking place on Community Day (Saturday 23rd June).  Please come along and 

lend a hand, even if you can only spare an hour - it will be much appreciated. 

 

Silverhill’s children have a wide range of talents and passions and we intend to build upon their interests 

and strengths to further improve the school’s curriculum and experiences we provide.  

 

I am passionate about school leadership and the positive impact effective leadership can have on a 

school community.  We intend to network and share best practice with the most successful and 

innovative schools, both in the Midlands and nationally.  The world of education is a fluid landscape and 

Silverhill must evolve, collaborate and compete with the highest performing schools. 

 

I am very excited about the future for Silverhill and look forward to getting to know every family over the 

next 12 months.  From September, we will begin a comprehensive review of everything we currently 

offer: what elements of Silverhill do we want to cherish?  Which elements we would like to see improve?  

There will be a range of forums to gather opinions such as questionnaires, workshops and open days.  

This process will shape the future of the school, further improve our community cohesion and ensure 

everyone has an opportunity to contribute to the future vision of Silverhill. 

 

Thank you again for embracing me into your community and I look forward to sharing many blue skies 

with you all. 

 

Andrew Gallagher 

Headteacher 



 

    

 

 

 

 

Inset Days 

 

Please note that Inset days for September have been arranged for: 

 

 Thursday 6th September 2018 and 

 Friday 7th September 2018. 

 

 

Breakfast and After-School Club 

 

We currently have some spaces available in the Breakfast and After-school Club.  Please contact the After School 

Club Manager if you are interested in finding out about availability.  Visits to the Club are always welcomed and 

encouraged. 

 

Attendance 

 

As many of you are aware Leave of Absence during term time is unauthorised by law.  So 

far this year we have noticed a lot of requests for Leave of Absence and in the past some of 

them have been unauthorized with no penalty notice served.  From September we will be not be authorising any 

holiday taken during term time in line with the law and will be issuing penalty notices. 

 

It has also been noted that leave of absence requests are being submitted a few days before the dates asked for. 

We would appreciate it if Leave of Absence forms could be submitted a minimum of 5 weeks before the Leave of 

Absence dates and we will respond to it. 

 

Teachers to Parents 

 

We have recently updated the texting system so that all messages should now be received from the same number.  

Please note this service sends out messages but cannot be used to send  a reply as it is a one way service and 

messages are not monitored. 

 

If you have a message about your child, you should call the school office on 01332 511138 and speak to a member 

of staff directly. 

 

Data Protection Changes  

 

You may have heard in the news that new Data Protection  laws come into force on 

25th May 2018.  In order to bring our policies up to date with the new legislation we 

have updated our Data Protection Policy and also updated our Data Protection Privacy 

Notice. 

 

Copies of the revised documents have been uploaded to the policies page of our school website 

www.silverhill.co.uk 

 

http://www.silverhill.co.uk/


 

    

 

 

Medicines in School 

 

Polite reminder – only medicines prescribed by a doctor which carry 

 a prescription label with the name of the child  are allowed to be  

administered in school.  Permission forms should be completed and can be obtained from  

the school office. 

 

Sun Safety 

 

Hopefully, we have not seen the last of the beautiful weather so please remember to pack your child up with sun 

hats, sun cream and sunglasses. 

 

During hot days, please remember to apply sun cream in the morning before your child arrives at school.  Your 

child will be encouraged to apply a fresh coat of sun cream at lunch time.  Over the half term holiday it would be 

beneficial if you could support your child in learning how to apply it themselves.  

 

Thank you for your support, 

 

Mrs Hardy 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


