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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL!  

 

Welcome back to everyone and I hope you all had a wonderful break over  

Christmas and managed to enjoy some lovely family time. I would like to thank  

everyone who gave presents to the staff, it was very thoughtful of you and they  

were all very much appreciated by everyone. 

 

As always the term is jam-packed starting with The Great British Bird Watch  

at the end of the month. The children will have a presentation to help them identify  

the various garden birds and a great deal more information can be found on the  

RSPB website at www.rspb.org.uk.  

 

In order to be aware of what is happening in school, please make sure you access the school newsletters 

through the website www.silverhill.co.uk as they include a great deal of important information relating to 

the school and your child. A text message does go out informing you of when the newsletter is on the 

website but if you do not have access to the internet please let Mrs Gratton know and she will make sure 

you receive a paper copy.  Mrs Mitchell also makes sure that the many wide ranging events taking place in 

school are celebrated through the website so please take some time to read what has been happening in 

school.  

 

There is a great deal planned for this term so I do hope that we all manage to stay healthy and enjoy and 

learn from the activities planned.  

 

I wish you all a happy, healthy and prosperous 2017! 

THE PTFA 

 
A HUGE thank you to the PTFA who have purchased the out-door table tennis table. This will provide a 

huge amount of enjoyment for pupils and hopefully the weather will pick up soon so that the children can 

really get going and develop their table-tennis skills. 

 

The PTFA are working really hard to organise a variety of events for the children and families at Silverhill.  

I would urge you to get the dates in your diaries that are on the website for future events and meetings. 

Many hands make light work and I am sure you will enjoy being involved in organising and supporting 

events that will help improve the learning environment for your child. 



 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARENT QUESTIONNIARE 

Thank you to the parents who completed the questionnaire in November. We have been collating the 

responses and will be looking to see if we can act on any suggestions for improvement. Communication has 

been raised as an area for improvement and I cannot stress the importance of the school website as a 

vehicle for conveying information to you the parents. A significant amount of thought goes into posting 

information about the curriculum and events that are taking place in school. Each subject has details about 

what is being taught in school and we continue to add to these curriculum areas to support you at home. 

CHICKENS 

I am sure you will have noticed that the chickens have not returned back to school. There is an outbreak of Bird flu 

in the UK and as responsible chicken keepers we have the chickens safe and sound in a large chicken shed where 

they are not exposed to passing birds that may carry the disease. 

DEFRA says: “The Prevention Zone requires all poultry and captive birds, including backyard flocks and other captive 

birds, to be housed or, where it is not practicable to do so, requires steps to be taken to keep them separate from wild 

birds. If you keep your birds near your home, consider housing them in alternative accommodation, such as a garden 

building, a garage or redundant building that could be adapted to house your birds temporarily.” 

Please make sure you adhere to this advice if you keep poultry at home in order to prevent the disease 

spreading and the culling of birds in the locality if a case of Bird flu is reported 

BIRTHDAY TABLE 
 

The Birthday Table continues to be a great success but there are just a few 

reminders to make sure the event runs smoothly. 

 

You MUST book and order your lunch and then eat your lunch 

with the children. You do get to the front of the queue!  It is  

essential that lunches are ordered so that they can be catered  

for (maximum of two adults).  Some parents have ordered a  

lunch and then not eaten them which is a waste of food, time  

and money. Birthday lunches cost £3. 

 

You are more than welcome to bring a small cake to share with  

the children on the table but no party bags or poppers etc.  Thank you 

UNIFORM 
 

 A big thank you to the significant majority of parents who ensure that their child is wearing the correct 

uniform and has the correct PE kit. The uniform does look smart and helps to give the children a sense of 

identity.  However, some children are not wearing ties or sweatshirts – if there is still a problem with 

goods arriving from the supplier please could you let Mrs Peake or Mrs Gratton know.  

 

There is a clothes rail outside Mrs Dyke’s class where lost property is being hung.  Please check it on a 

regular basis if your child has mislaid their clothing. 



 

    

 

 

LONDON MARATHON 
 

One of our parents, Hannah Solomon, is taking part in the London Marathon this year to raise funds for 

Macmillan Cancer Support.   If you are able to help raise money for this great cause you can donate by 

accessing the fundraising page directly –  

 
https://www.justgiving.com/Hannah-

Solomon4?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraisingpage&utm_content=Hannah-

Solomon4&utm_campaign=pfp-email.  

 

JustGiving sends your donation straight to Macmillan Cancer Support and automatically reclaims Gift Aid if you 

are a UK taxpayer, so your donation is worth even more.  

 

Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

 CYCLE DERBY 
 

Cycle Derby is running the following cycling activities during the holidays 

 

Track, Derby Arena, 16 February 10 am to 3 pm - £25 – aged 10 or over; 

Learn to Ride, Markeaton Park, 17 February, first session 10 am, last session 2 pm - £15 – aged 4 years 

and over. 

 

Information and booking on 01332 641747 or cycle.derby@derby.gov.uk. 

 

 

 

 

PUNCTUALITY 
Over the past year there has been a great improvement in children arriving on 

time for school. Many thanks for your support and ensuring the children are 

on the playground on time. All children should be on the playground for  

8.45 am for Take 10 which is part of the school day. Please make sure you 

leave your house in plenty of time whether you are walking, cycling or 

travelling by bus or car especially as the weather can slow things down in the 

winter. There is no reason why any pupil should be late for school and the 

children enjoy being able to play with their friends before school  

begins. 

 

Pupils who are late more than three times in a term will receive a  

letter which will be monitored by the Educational Welfare Officer. 

PARKING – Again! 

In conversation with the children many of them are very concerned by the lack of consideration in the 

way many parents park. At any one time parents can park right next to a junction, or block a driveway, or 

park on the pavement, or just stop to drop children off – all of these are dangerous and some are illegal. It 

is illegal to stop within 10m of a junction. For the safety of your children please leave in plenty of time 

and park safely allowing good visibility around school. 

 

In a trial run with the ECO Committee we walked from the playground to the Honeycomb Pub – it took 

exactly 5 minutes. Please use this facility as it reduces the congestion around the school.    
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