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THE AIMS 

 To add breadth to the curriculum through a creative curriculum and a wide 

range of visits and extra-curricular opportunities.  

 To increase the depth in which some areas are studied  

 To accelerate the pace of learning within and across key stages 

 To promote independence in thinking and learning, and provide opportunities to 

self-regulate learning.  

 To foster high expectations in teachers and pupils.  

 To encourage a positive mind-set about learning with all pupils. 

 

DEFINITIONS 

 ‘More able’ pupils are seen to be in the top ten percent of the cohort in the 

school in the academic subjects, usually working at a level 2 years above the 

national expectations for their age.  

 ‘Gifted’ pupils are exceptional and are usually working at 3 or more years above 

the national expectations for their age.  

 ‘Talented’ children have an exceptional ability in subjects such as music, art, 

drama and sport.  However, just because there is only one child in the class, 

for example, who is learning two instruments, this does not necessarily mean 

they are talented.  

 

PHILOSOPHY 

 Children do not have the same skills and strengths, but all can respond well to 

rich, challenging, personalised educational opportunities.  

 Gifts and talents aren’t ‘found’, ‘discovered’ or ‘identified’  - they’re made, 

created and grown.  

 Gifts and talents aren’t stable, measurable attributes – they wax and wane 

along with children’s educational environments, the quality of their 

relationships, their commitment and dedication and other factors.  

 A focus on children’s performances and on teacher-imposed targets is less 

likely to lead to a long-term passion for learning (and achievement) than a focus 

on their learning and their personally generated targets.   

(Taken from the Gifted and Talented Pocket book by Barry Hymer) 

 



 

IDENTIFICATION 

 For academic ability, children are identified through teacher assessment and 

pupil progress meetings each half term.  However, the children within this 

group can change.  

 Through discussion, children are encouraged to share their talents, hobbies 

and interests so that they can be fostered and developed.  

 

We recognise that some pupils who have been identified as GT&MA, may 

demonstrate: 

 Low self-esteem 

 Poor study skills 

 Difficulties in social interaction 

 Problems with concentration 

 Displays of challenging behaviour 

 Social isolation 

 

PROVISION 

Breadth and challenge will be provided both as part of the school day and in extra- 

curricular activities in a variety of ways, including the following: 

 Achievement and Standards    

A carefully planned progression in learning across the curriculum is in place, to 

ensure more able children are able to make accelerated progress. In some 

areas such as maths and ‘letters and sounds’, children are sometimes set, whilst 

in other areas, such as science, the differentiation happens as part of 

classroom teaching.  

 Enrichment    

The school delivers a rich creative curriculum with a wide variety of topics 

covered, with consideration to different learning styles.  Specific enrichment 

days are organised termly, where children have the opportunity to try new 

skills, or choose to develop their own strengths eg through music or 

photography. Each year group has a visit, or visitor a number of times a year, 

with at least one of these providing a physical challenge.  There are residential 

visits in Years 4 and 6. Children have the opportunity to learn a wide variety of 

instruments.  

 Extra-curricular 

A wide variety of clubs are offered eg choir, tag rugby, Tae kwon do, science, 

drama, chess, computer, eco, gardening etc. There are opportunities for 

children to take part in competitions. 

 Links with other providers    

More able children in Year 5 and 6 have had the opportunity to extend their 

learning at Gifted and Talented courses at Murray Park and Landau Forte.  The 

JCB academy offer a session for girls interested in engineering,   

 

 

 



REPORTING 

It is the responsibility of the GT&MA co-ordinator (currently the deputy head) to 

produce regular reports for the Governors on:  

 An outline of the provision in place in the school.  

 An evaluation of the effectiveness of the provision and an analysis of the 

progress and attainment of GT&MA children. 


